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CONTRACTUAL GEOTECHNICAL 
BASELINES 

A. Gravel and Cobbles. For the purpose of preparing its bid for this Project, the 
CONTRACTOR is instructed to assume that gravel as defined by the Unified Soil 
Classification System (USCS) (Gravel) and Cobbles as defined herein will be 
encountered along the alignment. Under no circumstances will Gravel and 
Cobbles, regardless of quantity, compressive strength, arrangement or 
distribution, constitute a Differing Site Condition. The CONTRACTOR is 
instructed that the MTBM shall be capable of excavating, breaking up and 
ingesting any and all quantities of Gravel and Cobbles encountered, whether 
nested or not and regardless of compressive strength, and that all costs associated 
with tunneling through such Gravel and Cobbles (including abrasive wear and 
mechanical wear and tear on the MTBM) shall be included in the 
CONTRACTOR'S bid or the Project 

 

 
 

CONTRACTOR is instructed to assume that gravel and 
Cobbles will be encountered along the alignment. 
Under no circumstances will Gravel and Cobbles, 
regardless of quantity, compressive strength, 
arrangement or distribution, constitute a Differing Site 
Condition 

(including abrasive wear and mechanical 
wear and tear on the MTBM) 



1.10 CONTRACTUAL GEOTECHNICAL 
BASELINES 

(cont’d) 
B. Boulders. For the purpose of preparing its bid for this Project, the CONTRACTOR is instructed to assume that 
Boulders larger than 12 inches in the longest dimension will be encountered along the alignment. Under no 
circumstances will Boulders that measure less than 1/3 of the outside diameter of the casing pipe when the 
Boulder is measured in its longest dimension (Baseline Boulders) constitute a Differing Site Condition. The 
CONTRACTOR is instructed that the MTBM shall be capable of excavating, breaking up and ingesting any and all 
quantities of Baseline Boulders actually encountered, whether nested or not and regardless of compressive 
strength, and that all costs associated with tunneling through such Baseline Boulders (including abrasive wear and 
mechanical wear and tear on the MTBM) shall be included in the CONTRACTOR'S bid for the Project. To be 
considered for additional payment under the Differing Site Condition clause, the CONTRACTOR must prove (in 
addition to other requirements set forth in the Differing Site Condition clause) that the Boulder (i) has a 
longest dimension measuring greater than 1/3 of the outer diameter of the casing and (ii) stopped the forward 
progress of the MTBM in spite of diligent best efforts to overcome the Boulder. 
C. Abrasive Soils. For the purpose of preparing its bid for this Project, the CONTRACTOR is instructed to 
assume that soils encountered in the tunnel alignment are abrasive. Under no circumstances will soil abrasivity 
constitute a Differing Site Condition. The CONTRACTOR is instructed that the MTBM shall be capable of 
excavating through abrasive soils and that all costs associated with tunneling through such abrasive soils (including 
the cost of full refurbishment of the machine and its parts such as the cutterhead, crushing chamber, slurry pumps, 
slurry hoses, bearing housings, and other wear items) upon completion of the microtunnel operation shall be 
included in its bid for the Project. 

 
 

Under no circumstances will Boulders that measure less 
than 1/3 of the outside diameter of the casing pipe when 
the Boulder is measured in its longest dimension (Baseline 
Boulders) constitute a Differing Site Condition. 

To be considered for additional payment under the 
Differing Site Condition clause, the CONTRACTOR must 
prove (in addition to other requirements set forth in the 
Differing Site Condition clause) that the Boulder  
(i) has a longest dimension measuring greater than 1/3 of 

the outer diameter of the casing and  
(ii) stopped the forward progress of the MTBM in spite of 

diligent best efforts to overcome the Boulder. 







DESIGN REQUIREMENTS 
A.  Microtunnel Boring Machine (MTBM): 
      1.  General: 
a.The MTBM shall be fitted with a full-face, structural Cutterhead that provides mechanical 
support to the excavation face. The Cutterhead shall have soil entry openings that restrict 
the largest particle that can enter the machine to 4 inches in the longest dimension and 
be fitted with BOTH Roller Cutters and Scraper Tools as those terms as defined herein. The 
CONTRACTOR shall determine the configuration of the excavation tools to suit the ground 
conditions presented in the Geotechnical Data Report and in the Contractual Geotechnical 
Baseline Section 1.10 herein. Particles larger than 4 inches in the longest dimension shall be 
kept at the working face until crushed sufficiently to pass through the soil entry openings 
without overfilling the crushing chamber. 
b.The MTBM Cutterhead shall be equipped with both Roller Cutters and Scraper Tools as 
defined herein, consistent with a rock cutting head or mixed ground cutting head. The 
CONTRACTOR shall select the Excavation Tools and configuration to be suitable 
successfully tunneling through the ground conditions presented in the Geotechnical Data 
Report and the Contractual Baselines set forth in Contractual Geotechnical Baseline Section 
1.10 herein. 
 
 

The Cutterhead shall have soil entry openings 
that restrict the largest particle that can enter 
the machine to 4 inches in the longest dimension 

Roller Cutters and Scraper Tools as defined 
herein, consistent with a rock cutting head or 
mixed ground cutting head. 







SECTION B1.2 — SUPPLEMENTAL BIDDER 
RESPONSIBILITY CRITERIA 

1.  OVERVIEW 
A. Bid evaluation will include evaluation of bidder’s 
compliance with the Supplemental Bidder 
Responsibility Criteria as provided for in this Section. 
 

 

 
 



G. To qualify as a responsible bidder under these supplemental criteria, the apparent 
low bidder must demonstrate its ability and intention to comply with these 
minimum requirements as a condition of award of the Contract. Consequently, if 
the Bidder is requested by OWNER within 48 hours after bid opening to furnish 
supplemental bidder criteria documentation, that documentation must include 
the following information in detail to the satisfaction of Owner: 

1. The specific TBM with Cutterhead and Excavation Tools complying with 
Section 02315; and 

2. The bidder guarantee attached hereto as Attachment 2 - Equipment Guaranty 
executed by the President and/or Chief execute Officer of the Bidder certifying to 
the Bidder's ability and intention to select, mobilize and use the listed equipment 
to complete the microtunneling operation. 

 
 

 
 

documentation must include the following information in 
detail to the satisfaction of Owner: 
1. The specific TBM with Cutterhead and Excavation    

 Tools complying with Section 02315; and 
2. The bidder guarantee 



SOOS CREEK WATER & SEWER DISTRICT 
LIFT STATION 11B 

CONTRACT 04-2007S 
BIDDER EQUIPMENT GUARANTY 

I, _______, in my capacity as President of bidder ________ (bidder) 
hereby certify and guaranty that the tunnel boring machine (IBM), 
inclusive of Cutterhead and Excavation Tools, submitted by Bidder in 
order to satisfy the Supplemental Bidder Responsibility Criteria  
(1)complies with Section 02315 — Microtunneling and  
(2)will be mobilized to the Work Site and utilized by Bidder and/or its 
TBM Subcontractor to perform and complete the Project. 
DATE: 5/23/12 
BIDDER:  
NAME:  









all cobbles

the Contractor is instructed to assume 
that gravel and cobbles will be encountered along the 
alignment. 

any and all quantities actually 
encountered.     









And the baselines in 
the contract are both broad and clear.

The District advised the  
parties that cobbles and boulders and groundwater were going to be part of  
the site conditions. 
 
-- King County Superior Court Judge Catherine Shaffer 
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